
DIRECTIONS FOR PLAYING THE CEREMONIES CARD GAME 

Preparation:  Down load and print cards on cardstock (if available).  Cut out cards keeping 
them together by suit (Most of one suit is together on one page: Ceremonies, Purpose, When, 
Where, Who, Content, Preparation, plus a page of fill in the blank cards for new ideas).  Separate 
out the Opening, Middle, and Closing cards for later use in the game.  

There are two ways to play this game.  One is for the first time ceremony planner and the other is 
for the experienced ceremony planner.  Refer to Questions to Ask When Planning A Ceremony 
page for assistance in planning and the Ceremony Planning Sheet to record what you decide. 

First Time Ceremony Planner 

Choose and research:  The meeting before your troop plans to play the game, deal out all the 
cards from the Ceremonies suit.  The girls then take the names of the ceremonies they were dealt 
and learn about them before the next meeting.  (Resources for learning about the individual 
ceremonies are older Girl Scout Handbooks or Leader books, page 16-17 of “Lets Celebrate! 
Girl Scout Ceremonies” and http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/ceremonies/  is a good 
source on the internet.  Girls present what they learned about their ceremony(s) at the beginning 
of the game.  These presentations can be as simple as reading directly from the resource or as 
creative as a song, poem, skit, puppet show or play.  Some girls may prefer to use the internet, 
just type “girl scout + ceremonies” in the search engine and click on search.  You could even do 
it as a charades game.  Younger girls could learn about their ceremony from a parent or sibling 
and then draw a picture or tell about it. 
  
Presentation:  Before the presentations, lay out the purpose cards.  After a ceremony is 
presented, the girls that are listening decide which purpose best goes with that ceremony.  After 
all the Ceremonies are presented, the troop must decide which Ceremony they are going to play 
the game with and place that card on the table.  Discard the other ceremony cards.  Then lay all 
Purpose cards that relate to that ceremony underneath the Ceremony card.  Discard unused 
purpose cards.  Without shuffling, the rest of the deck should be dealt out completely to the girls.  
The girls should then lay their cards out on the table so they can see all of their cards. 

Play:  The play starts to the left of the dealer.  The first player picks a card from her hand that 
she thinks should be used in the planning of the chosen ceremony, lays the card down solitaire 
style, and states why she played that card.  The next player to the left can add to or cover that 
card with another from that suit and give a reason why she made that move or agree with that 
card, discard any cards from that suit that do not apply to the chosen ceremony and pass to the 
next player.  After the play has come around to the first player of that suit and all cards from that 
suit have either been played or discarded, the play passes to the next player to the left to choose 
what card from a different suit is played next.  Play continues in this manner until all cards are 
either played or discarded.   

Arrange details:  Lay out the Opening, Main, and Closing cards.  The first player moves one of 
the cards (no longer keeping the suits together) on the table to the part of the ceremony 
(Opening, Main, or Closing).  The next player can move a different card or change where the 
previous card was placed.  Play continues until all the players agree on what goes into the parts 
of the ceremony (there will be some cards that do not move to the parts of the ceremony).  The 



final play is for all players to decide who will do which Preparations and record your Ceremony 
plan on the Planning Sheet for further use.  Remember to use the fill in the blank cards as 
needed.  Note it may be necessary to retrieve cards from the discard pile during the final 
arrangements. 

Experienced Ceremony Planner 

1. Ceremony Cards – choose which ceremony you want to plan. 
2. Purpose Cards – pick cards (or fill in a blank card) that describes the purpose of your 

ceremony 
3. When – decide the day, month, date, time, and length of your ceremony and fill in the 

cards appropriately 
4. Where – decide where to hold the ceremony using the cards for ideas or write on a blank 

card 
5. Who – decide on whom to invite to your ceremony.  (These cards can also be used to 

decide who is going to do the each part of the contents and who is going to do the 
preparations for each part) 

6. Contents – decide what you want to include in your ceremony
7. Parts (Opening, Main, Closing) – line up content cards in order in which they fall 
8. Preparations – decide what preparations need to be made prior to the ceremony 
9. Go further than the cards offer and assign the actual person or patrol that will make these 

preparations.  
10. Record your ceremony on your ceremony planning sheet 

   
Evaluation: 

Did you learn about the different 
ceremonies? 

How did you present your ceremonies? 

Which Ceremony did you pick to plan? 

Did you have fun planning it? 

Was your ceremony well planned? 

Suggestions for making this kit better.   

Please email feedback to:  Jean Smith 
yellingfrog@bellsouth.net



Ceremonies Planning Sheet 

DAY MONTH DATE TIME LENGTH 

To invite Who in Ceremony 

Who will do this part? 

What to prepare By when Who will do? Name of person or  
group responsible 

    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

















      




