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Planning Ceremonies with Girls 
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 Included are some sample ceremonies.  These are included to help you 

see how ceremonies can be done and to start the brainstorming process.  A 

ceremony should be designed to fit your troop with plenty of girl involve-

ment.  If you use a pre-existing ceremony, help your troop to make it their 

own by adding things that are special to your troop. 

 

 Daisy Investiture 

 Daisy Girl Scout Bridging Ceremony 

 Daisy Bridging Song 

 Brownie Investiture 

 Brownie Court of Awards Play 

 Sample Brownie Fly-up, Speaking Parts 

 Rededication and Investiture 

 Simple Standard Flag Ceremony 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Ceremony for Destruction of Old Flag 

 What is a Scout’s Own 

 Scout’s Own Ceremony “Trees” 

 Thinking Day Ceremony 

 World Association Trefoil Pin Ceremony 
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Planning Ceremonies With Girls   
 

 Ceremonies are an important part of the Girl 

Scout program.  They can celebrate major 

transitions, accomplishments, or just the beginning 

or end of a meeting.  They continue Girl Scout 

traditions and help to emphasize the values of the 

Girl Scout Promise and Law.  When the girls are 

young, the leader takes the lead in the planning.  

The game can be played in full with these girls who 

are just beginning to learn about Girl Scouts.  Then 

later, when they are more experienced, they can play a short game as they learn to plan 

meaningful ceremonies that they will remember with pride. 

 

 Typical ceremonies are Opening, Closing, Investiture, Rededication, Fly-up, 

Bridging, Court of Awards, Founder’s Day (Juliette Low’s October 31 birthday) Girl 

Scout Birthday (March 12 and part of Girl Scout  Week), World Thinking Day (February 

21),  Candle-lighting Ceremony, Girl Scout Gold, Silver or Bronze Awards,  and Scouts 

Own. 

 

 This kit has been developed with a card game to help the leader and the girls have 

fun while creating meaningful ceremonies as they “discover, connect and take action.”  It 

can be used by any grade group or by the leader as a planning tool.  Since each ceremony 

has multiple parts, a helpful “Questions to Ask when Planning a Ceremony” sheet is 

included, as well as a Planning sheet.  A separate booklet available on line has sample 

ceremonies for various occasions and grade levels to provide ideas and suggestions.  In 

addition, the internet is a good source.    

 

 Ceremonies should be simple, sincere, and have real significance. Light dignified 

humor can be an asset.  To be effective, the ceremony should be done with care and 

precision.  This is particularly true of a flag ceremony where proper flag etiquette is 

important.  If candles are involved, take care that safety precautions are taken.  And, 

above all, remember that long, elaborate events often lose their effectiveness.  

 

A ceremony can be divided into three parts:  the opening, the main and the 

closing.  Planning usually starts far in advance for the significant ones, like Investiture or 

Rededication, and quickly for the more common ones like a meeting Opening or Closing.   

Specifics for planning include the kind of ceremony, its purpose, its theme, opening, 

closing.   Other inclusions are: when, where, who will do it, how to do it, guests, 

refreshments, equipment needed, decorations, cleanup and budget. 

 

 Using the materials in this kit helps girls to understand the importance of 

ceremonies in Girl Scouting.  They delve deeper into the reasons for ceremonies and the 

many things to consider when planning them.  The card game offers the means to analyze 

each different ceremony.  Hopefully, the result of using this kit will help troops plan the 

kind of meaningful ceremonies for which we all strive. 
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References include http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs central ceremonies  

GSUSA booklet,  Let’s Celebrate! Girl Scout Ceremonies 

 Type girl scouts ceremonies in your search engine for additional resources 

 

 

Kinds of Ceremonies 
 

There are many possible ceremonies that Girl Scouts plan and participate in.  These 

include: 

 

BRIDGING--- Girls are recognized and welcomed into the next level of Girl Scouting.  It 

usually includes a younger troop and the next grade level troop who welcomes the 

bridging girls.  A “bridge” is often used as a prop. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING---A ceremony to help us think about the meaning of 

the Girl Scout Promise and Law, using three candles to represent the 

Promise and ten candles to represent the Law.  Another candle 

(representing the Spirit of Girl Scouting) is sometimes used to light the 

Promise and Law candles. 

 

CLOSING---Brings the meeting to an end with expectations for the next.  

This can be a simple circle with a hand squeeze. 

 

COURT OF AWARDS---A time for girls to be recognized for their 

accomplishments with Girl Scout Awards.  The ceremony might be held 

one a year, with older girls, and more frequently for younger girls. 

 

FLAG CEREMONY---A part of any program set aside to honor the flag.  

Girl Scouts use the civilian salute made by placing their right hand over 

their hearts when standing at attention.  This salute is given when a flag is 

raised, lowered, or goes by as in a parade. 

 

FLY-UP---A bridging ceremony for Brownies who are bridging to Girl Scout Juniors.  

They renew their Promise and receive the Girl Scout pin along with their Girl Scout 

Brownie wings, They may also receive the Bridge to Juniors patch if they have earned it. 

 

FOUNDER’S DAY OR JULIETTE LOW’S BIRTHDAY, OCTOBER 31---A time to 

remember how “Daisy” started the Girl Scout Movement in the United States. 

 

GIRL SCOUT BIRTHDAY---A ceremony held on or near March 12, the date Juliette 

Gordon Low started Girl Scouting in the United States of America in 1912. 

 

GIRL SCOUT BRONZE AWARD—honors Girl Scout Juniors who have earned the 

award.  It is usually held at troop level or combined with council recognition. 

http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs
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GIRL SCOUT SILVER AWARD---honors girls who have earned the silver award  and is 

often combined with the Girl Scout Gold Award Ceremony at the council level. 

 

GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD---honors Girl Scouts who have earned the highest award 

in Girl Scouting and often takes place at the council level. 

 

GIRL SCOUTS’ OWN---An inspirational, girl-planned program that allows girls to 

express their deepest feeling about something such as friendship, nature, ideals, values or  

the Girl Scout Promise and Law using the spoken word, songs, poetry or other methods 

of expression.  It is NOT a religious ceremony. 

 

INVESTITURE---This ceremony welcomes new members, girls or 

adults into the Girl Scout family for the first time.  Girls receive their 

Girl Scout Daisy pin, Girl Scout Brownie pin or Girl Scout pin at this 

time.  Once a girl is invested, she is a Girl Scout forever.  Traditionally 

Brownies receive their pin upside down.  They then turn it right side up 

when they have done a good deed. 

 

OPENING---This starts a meeting.  It can be a song to form a circle (see 

“Round and Round” song in the Brownie Song Book, second verse) a 

flag tribute a recitation of the Promise and Law, a game---anything  used 

every time to gather and focus the girls for the start of the meeting. 

 

REDEDICATION---This ceremony is when Girl Scouts renew their Promise and review 

what the Girl Scout Law means to them.  It is usually done at the beginning of the Scout 

year in the fall. 

 

THINKING DAY---February 22, the birthday of Lord and 

Lady Baden-Powell, when Girl Scouts and Girl Guides in 

countries all over the world take time to learn about each 

other, think of each other and exchange greetings.  It is often 

centered in a Service Unit event.  It is the time when the 

WAGGGS pin is awarded for the first time to a girl. 
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Questions to Ask When Planning A Ceremony 
 

 

 

  1.  What kind of ceremony? 

 

 2.  What is the purpose or theme? 

 

 3. When will the ceremony occur? 

 

 4.  Where will the ceremony occur? 

 What will the setup be? 

 

 5.  Who will we invite? 

 Who will write invitations? 

 

6.  What will be the opening? 

 Who will do it? 

 

7. What will the main part of the ceremony consist of? 

 Who are we honoring? 

 

8.  How will it end?  

 Who will do it? 

 

9. .Do we want to include songs, poems, quotations? 

 Who will do it? 

 

10.  Will we have decorations or props? 

 Who will do it? 

 

11.  Will we have refreshments?  

 What kind? 

 What quantity? 

 Who will do it? 

 

12. What is our budget for this event? 

  

13.  When will we practice the ceremony and the special additions? 

 

14.  And, afterwards, when will we evaluate our ceremony, we can ask learn what went 

 well, what went not so well, what can we do better next time? 


